Neuron-specific enolase (NSE) serum level in non small cell lung cancer--can it be an indicator of tumour chemosensitivity?
It is believed that the tissue or serum expression of neuroendocrine markers in non small cell lung cancer patients can implicate better prognosis in cases undergoing chemotherapy. The aim of the study was to assess the value of NSE serum level for anticipation of the tumor response to chemotherapy. We found elevated serum level of NSE in 34 of 60 patients (56.7%) at the time of diagnosis of inoperable non small cell lung cancer, significantly more often in those presenting stage IV of disease. In 21.7% partial response and in another 21.7% minimal regression was found after chemotherapy. Treatment results revealed no significant differences in respect to NSE serum level, however 77% of patients achieving partial response had elevated serum level of NSE.